
DR. FRANK M. BASS
EO23 HIGH PLACE CIRCLE

DALLAS. TEXAS 75240

TELEPHONE 2 I 1.386.9 I 4' '

i t 'ovember 18, 19E6

Olivia c1e Vaux
905 E. ir'iorgan Avenue
Cuero, Texa-s ' l795Lf

Dear  O l iv ia :

I  heve  enc losed  two  coP ies  o f
You can pass one of tkiem alonq
mailed coples to Ji- irurryr l ,r i l ton

Dadd.y I s memoirs.
to Kent.  I  have
and KerrrrY.

Love t

!r.,,^'*.{.'
Frank

I  hope  you  have  been  fee l i ng  be t te r .

f  imagine the a in condi t ioner  has been f j -xed '

and. rEturned by nolv. I doubt that ;you will

need. l t  in the near futurer but i t  vrould be nice

to  have  i t  ava i l ab le .

I lave ' irou n+eieci ihe heat yet? l i le h-ave had a col-d'

spe1l herer but i i ;  has 'r ' ;armed up a65ain norr '

Le t  us  hea r .
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INTRODUCTION

thrre rm thr nnotrc ol [y frChcr, F. l,lyron Brrsr Sr. Thry
rrrr vrtttm aC Ehc nqucrt of hts grandson, Douglar !f. Brrlr buE
r.hElvts rnd rrny ol hls frlcnds hr,vr rcqurstrd coplcr. Oth.att
rapoctelly thocc lnG.r.rt.d tn cortetn tecrEr of Lllo tn s@ll Eornt
tn Toxer durlng tho Br.nCtrth ccnCtryr nry tlnd Ehcc lnErrrattng rcedlng.

My lrthor rr! e lnall-torm nm. llo dlsllkrd ctttcr end tcndtd Eo
br co[dhrC rurplclour of proglc sho ltvod ln Ehrl. lh rer lntti.lG.d
ln proploe end hr rrnCrd Eo hrorr hle nolghbors. lle hrd neny frtrndrt
end hr h.d Gho r.rp.ct of rwryon. who kn.s hl8. Itc dlcd on Jun.21 1986t
end eE hls funeral Ehc sxrctu.ay of tho Flrst Unl.Ecd M.thodtrt Church ln
Curro, lcxae, rrlr tl l lcd to eap.clty.

My frGh.? rrs born on Juno 29, 19011 ln Alverado, Ttxer, buC ry
grendprrontc Ev.d Eo Ath.nr, trxll , rhrn hr rer e yrrr old. Much of
hts youch rrr sp.ng ln Jofttrgon, tcrec, buE hr atso llvrd brlrfly ln
Yortul rnd Kcnody. lh grrduetrd tron hlgh school ln Jrtf.fson tn 19t7
.nd .nE.rrd SouClposCrn Unlrcratty ln GcorgoEorne In 1919 h. lnt.rrupEld
htr rCudlu rC SouClrret.En Eo rork ln e brnk ln lflchlte Falls drrrlng thr
BtskhcnrCt ol1 boon, arvlng hlr onry so Eh.C hc could cosplcto hlr
collegr rtudlrrr llc rrEurrrcd Eo SouC[rr.lCrrrr ln tho lell of 1920, rnd ln
Eh! spalng Eaa! of 1921 hr rC !y DChea Eh.rc. thcy rarc both ln Ehr
srntor clrre oC L922.

My lsch.8 thrtd ln Cuoro, tcxecr tor slxty-fqr 3lalf,lo Hc res a
Chrtccl.n g.nGlcran.

Frrnk l,l. Besrl Jr.

F<-e.
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I RE,TE}T8ER

Yol I r.Dlb.r. But nh.aG does rnry rtrlly bogln? Unltt I rer
mertng ry t..ns I thoughC I rorrbrrcd thtngr Eh.C h.pFnrd ln Ehe Sprnlrh-
Anrlcen !frr. thrc trrpprnrd betore f nra born. Pcrhepr proph r.a. stlll
E.lllng ebonc Ehr rtnltng of thc B.ttlolhtp Mclno, trddy Roocrvrlctc Rough
Rldrrt, otGe r rhon r rrr rorl,l lrd Ehrc nrdr r thtnk r r.rlb.rrd th.!.
I do r.Iab.r rorlng errql rltlo lron th.G rra botng rold by Eh. scorc
rhcrc ry frttrt rorbd. I ruppoor Eh.G r.s rround 1905 to 1908. It rrs
thl Prrhlnr Erotherf SEor. ln AGh.ar, tcxllo lhc grraa nrc ln r buhtt or
gtdtrt conCttnor on th. rldcrrll ln tronG of Eh. rtolco Thoy strrd v.ay
loag to Dr od !h.y hd shrrp-polnG.d d.tachebh b.yon3cr th.G fttErd on
Bhr tront of Eht brrrrl. l{y rrcoll.ctlon tr th.t th.y !.rG rold lor Jurt
Elrrre or four dollrrt.

Por lrny y..rt I Ehought I rrnrbcrrd brlng lrlE ln a church rE ntghG
rttr .vrr:ion. clr hrd gono hon and brlng rrry frtghtened. But ly Dth.a
told r brtorr' chr dhd EhrE tE n u!? heppnned. I rupporo lE rrr e brd
drril thrC r..fd ro rrtl EhrG tE ateyod.rlEh nr

lhe llrut hour Eh.C I drllntCrly ncell ltvtni ln src r rrrll houlc,
ths.. or fonr roolr, r Ehlak, on Ehr couGh rldr of AGh.nr, rbout four or
fltlr blockt trol Ehr, 3!6j1, rh.rl ly fethor rorhlrl. gttrlrrn thrG houre, rnd
donnCorn r.t . hourl rh.8r r lotly n.Dd Murph ttvrd. Ollvle rta born ln
Ehrc hour. rh.a I nrl f,our yrrrt oldl but ly nDry of th.G occerlon lg
erty v.gu.'. In lrtrr y..rl I ru told ch. tlrrG rrrhnd brforr tt* doctor
gog Eh.r. to dellrrr hrr. I hrvr r dlr recolhctton o! rorthlng exctEtng
hrppralngr but r. plccure of Tenntc ltrc dashlng ln lc ur.only on- by elad
hrl rccelnrdo Thry llvrd north of Ehr s3slpropo||lbly E3n blockr frot
rhrrr rr tl'nd. llc hrd no trhphonrl lnd I hevr no ldcr hor rhr hurd o!
Eha .Dtgancy. Shr rra rbouE ohvrn .E th.,Elr.

thero ll r pry v.grr plcnrrc of I houer rr llvrd ln prlor to Eh.t on .
It lrac hrw brra ..!t o! Ehrt onr e lrr blocka, but ln Ehc rer vlclaltyr
A rchoolhouslr rn lcr plenEl end e lrntly nrrd ttobhy rr3 rrrocl.t.d elth
lhrc dlr mDty3 I hrrn lo plcEurr of hor lE lookrd tn ry nlnd. lfe rcvrd
Eo Athaaa fror,Alver.do, rhrrc r rec born, rhrn r rer r yeer oldr I hevr
b..n Eold. And I rrr Bold rr tlvrd ln grwn hource ln thr ravrrn yrrar
lh.t r. llwd tn Athrnr. thls \ngu. rroollcctlon nrrt bo of Eh. fourth
houlr n llvrd tn tlra. bocruro I doflnltrly rcrtb.r Etrrer oGh.rl--tho
one sh.rr Ollvlr rrr born rnd trro oGharto

shortly rttrr ollvle rrr borrr tr Dv.d lnco e hourr Jurt north o!
rhrrc tlr, Murph lerlly llvrd. fhcrr e.ro ttrr.o boye ln Ehr Murph ferlly.
9tr! 

yr3 ncd Mlk r otr. rrr.r celhd tDr end th. thltd onr I donf t rocell.
l{tkr rr|'about !f r8.r nmrly !lvr, rt EhrE Ett. lfe boGh vorr drlms rlGh
lrcy collca ead hrd loog blond curlr. I curG nrlbrr rr!.aclng tt t6g
lEchr ro I cuppolr rll boyr of th.G rgr rnrr drrreed llhr Ehet rG th.t, tlr.
l"rtG on, Mrne hed e lergo lrerd plcturr of r ln Eht dreg trd cgrtrr rnd
Llon dr$r.d vrry uurtrhtyr hrnjtng [n our gnrlor. I rould g.E erry .ng"y
uhen peoplc rould con tn rnd rck sho Eh.E ltEtlo. glrl vrc nlth lnon.
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thc houcr north ol Ehr Murphrr rrr blggrr thrn th. one rherr Ollvlr
ral botn. I r.ISor EhrC rE on. Etr I|! .vln rcnCrd out I roor Co r lrdy.
Thr rntry r.r tnto e hrllrry. rhe root Eh.G chr ledy a.nt.d e.r on Eh3 l.tt
of thr h.ll. lfr nrct hrvr hed .t l.r.C tlu.. roor on Eh. rtghB og th. hrll.
One nlghC re rrrrr strrcled by ccrern coclng lrol Ehr lrdy.r fool. I hevr
e vtvtd plctun ol Pepr tn hlr tong rhttr nlghCrhlrt nnntng out ln Eh. hrll
holdlttg rn oll lelp rbovr hta hrrd. tht hour hid no tcr..na on Eho rlndorr.
Soronr hrd rorchrd chrough Ehc oprn rtndor, grrbbrd tln rcrmf r rrir, lad
nOrly lrtghCmrd hrr Eo derGhr lhrn ls rnothrr therp plctur. of rn cwnc
chrc hrppened ln thr hell ol thrt hou!1. IE tr of rn otl lup cuddrnly
flctng up rlth ftuc rbow thr chlnerr rrrd of Prgr sn.tchlng lE up md
hurllng lE ouE Eh. dooro IE probrbly rould hrvr cxplodrd end brrrn d Eh.
houto ll h. hrd not rcE.d qulclly. lfr hed r gerdrn rt th.t plect Goor It
sa.rd to covra r wholc btocl co r bocrun Lcon ottrn hlechtd D Eo I
g$drn plw rhon rl w.r. a$lgncd Eo Etll 18. lrttr rhcn I vtgtErd Athrns
I grr lC rrs about 30 by 50 fect.

It rra vhl 1r r. f,ir. llvlng ln Ehls houle thrB l.tanl took L.qr; D1
rnd ErbyrttC.t Ollvlr Eo vl3lE hrr percnGs ln Oklahore. They ltvrd on a
tear n..r llobrrto lhr f.rn e.! on tsnd EhrE Eh. gov.rnffirG opmtd up for
sttllrrnt .aound tho tr8tr of tha canhtry, GrendtrChcr. ! n.na rer Thotrs A.
Cott.r. GrrndrcChrt trr Frmcrr DllzrbrEh (Prln) CoGt.r. Thoy hed llwd
ln or nrer Alvrredo rhcn HrDr md Pepr nraftcd. I rrcrll Eh.la srytng
Mrlr rll rGtrndlng tttdtothlrn Collrgr, ntrr Alvrredo, rhrn th.y rl1t rury Eo
glB lrall.dl mc th.C Mm, Eold Eh.r lrGrr rhe hrd gonr llchtng end crught
t B.!.o Prpr hrd llvrd rtth htr baoth.r, Jolur, rhrn lp flrat c.r co
Alvrndor .8d Eh.tr ar.'nny Erl.r oC Ehr F.cEtcrl Jokm Uncb John prllcd
on hlr. Omr or boEht of Eh.! rrr rrployrd by r l{lrtrot dry goodr rtor.
rnd |.aoclrEld vtth Joo grd Srr Prrktne rho hEer o]rn d a chrln of stona.
Pepr hrd cor Eo Athrns'Eo vork for chr Prrklnr scorl, rhlch Uncle John
urrgrd, yhan I rrr around r ymr old.

The rcnrlng rrr r.rt suppor.d co EaL tho Earln lroo Atlrnr to'Hobaft,
Che clm cloct f,etlcd ro go off. FortunrErly ebout 3O llnutcr brforc Erela
EtD I rolhd out of bed and htE Eh. floor rtth r loud hup. I dtetlnctly
roctll th. hr!t. end txctEuat o! grttlng Eo Eh. drpoE on thr.

llhrn re goc to Hobert lE rra nlghE. Grrndpr, Coctrr !.8 u, rt Eh.
tcrclon rtch . ergon pullcd by r tren of horg.r. tho fen anrt hern bcen
ervrtrl rllcr fror Eornr. Thr cotmery r.g c3 flrt rt a dlnlng Geblc. rt
rlr brlghC monllghc and ch.r! nrrr nlllfons of llghtntng Uugt ra f,ar ec. Ehr
cyc. could re ln evrry dtnctlon.

hro or tlrm rccoll.cCtonr ebout Ehc fet-n. One lc of e llttb red
srgon thaE Grudpa gerr Icon rnd D to pley rtth. lf. prthd lt ouG to
Eho fl.ld qrc ntnlng rrhrro Ehcy rrrrr cuttlng tllrlfr end lordlng tt on a
r.gon rtth htgh rldoboerdt., Meutrs iDung.sc baoth.r, r E.lrugf,r rg the.
!l-r !t.pp.d up on thr ltctlc rrd ergon to g.t ln Ehe blg regon. thc
llEtle ono collaprcd. Grrndpe.s Eeopor flared. He ptckrd up Ehe strtpplng
Etan.g.rr Ehrer hln acrorr Ehc ergon; and spenked.thc scrt of, hlg prnts
very brlckly. Anoctpr plcturr ln oy nlnd ls of th. ftrst Earctor I cvrr



3

srr. It rrr I staa&drtrnn rttrlr rnd alrcrE ea blg ra I locoroctva.
lfhrn I llrrc srr tt th.y flrrr uslng lE Eo drlrn a crchlnc ch.t w8s
Ehr.lhlng rh..t. Thr grrln rrrs collng ouE a chuEa end golng lnEo a Elgooo
the straw ras golng onto a huge ptle. On Eop of thet ptle of strre wta
Ehe Etll€.t [rn I hanr .rfiar s€.n. I EhoughE ha t'|8 | glanE. thay lotd D
It rer Unclo Berton Groaclocc, who had nerrled l.lemets slst.r Myrtlc. I
brltevr Ehcy setd hc wee Just scrr.n feeE Eall, but I remnber he had to
ttoop Eo g.E through Drt doors. A very trtghtenlng experlencc happencd
ohc dey rh.n v.'nnt lnEo llobert. A btg Indlan nen dresacd tn e blanket
rea prrhlng e brby buggy dorn Ehe sldrrrlk. tlhcn ho puerd uc he ruchcd
dornr plck d il op, and srt n ln th. buggy, lfhln hr dtd, hr celd ln a
ktnd of grnrnEr 'Glvo brby rtdrr !Ilv! blby.rldr.' lh ooant no hrrn, but
r donft hros of uy Etr tn ly llfr Ehet I yu !or. trrrllled. tlr hed
hrerd so !.cry Erl.r ebout Indiens ktdnrpptng rnd scalplng pnoph. I had
nav.r r.an an Indtan brf,oror so lE grrn D e rcel scero.

So urny Ehtngs brgtn Eo crond lnto ny Dery nofl thrt I cen s.e th.t
lf r rrlEc Ehcn ell dosn Ehl'tlforld could noc conGsln Eh.[." LeE I[
nntlon Jurc onr @re EhlE heppcncd brfom rc mwd tnEo Eho nrxt housr
ln Ath.nro I had b..n Eo tho gtoro rhrrc paga rorked end rar ralklng
hor. sonorc hrd gtwn D 8 p.rury .nd I wes elrt.d. lfhen I trlGd Eo
sprnd ltr I nrn la on Ecota Eold r nry grutfly chrt r p3nny uouldnrt
hry enythlng. I nnE out Eho dooe and ddn eh3 rtr..t robblng end rlEh
taart tctnulng dorn Ly f,rcl" Anochar nrn, rho crltcd n .Skmtlrr" ectrrd
nhrc nrt th3 !.tcrr .nd rooch.d ry lceltng! by srtllng r r rGlcr o!
clrrlng gur. Hl rrc ry lrhnd tor ltfe rnd r.ltorcd ly Erurt ln huuntty.
I rugpore ho crlhd n.rskrrtrt'r brceure I res vrry rlrll for ry rg3o

the nrxCr and Ehr lerC, housc rc llrnd tn tn AEhcns rea ln whrG f eup-
pot. r.! r l lttlc urc rtflu.nE r.cclon. IE rer up on e rllghE htll tn
shrc I Ehlnk rec Ehr,north.r8t r.ctton of Eorn. Nonc of Eh. hour.r yO
llr'tld ln hrd nnrnlng wlCcr or brEhtoolr [n Ehc hourc. lfetrr cer froa a
nl1 ta Eh. yrrd. All hd oucdoor Eothtsr Nonc hed el.ctrlclty or
phonrro thlt l|!C houcr rr8 .crorr fror a prlvetr gchool, or klndragrrt.n,
rhrn f urnG Eo school ny llrsE yrcerr

AEhenar I r|lrDr r.! l gonn of rbouc 21000. IE rrs EhG county s.rg
of llendrtton Coun3y. thr buctn.3s r.ccton r.r bullE etormd e rquep rlth
Ehr cotnty courthoutr lt Eho c.nt.a. Tlrrro rtr no pr\rlrnE end no cr83r
SEa..tt rrt. derp gtndo I cen sttll l..l Ehr! bu.rnlng r:l f,ert as I raced
.crott' Ehc[ ln ry blra tmEr Thon e.J a rallroed--porslbly tlro. Ono rrr
thl CoCEon BclE. A ner MothodtsE church bulldlng ver bullE nhllc r,a ltnd
Eh.r.. IE var l \r.ry ornrt€ brtck bulldtng rlth rulttplc gablct. thc
Sundry school roo!r'r.a'r s.p.rrt.d !ro! the rancEuery by a hugr (lt t.cu'
go n) cgrtetn vhlch rolhd ug, aorEhlng on th. ord.r of Ehr top of r
rollEog drlk. I crn rrcall Eh.c lE ladr qulEr I nollc rhrn lt rrr rollcd
uPr tho pteture of Eho church ro .Et.nd.d bcforo EheE ons wrr hrllt tr
qulCr Yt8|re ln ry slnd. IC s.ar Eo hrvr bon r oncotoo! rhlta raathat-
borrd 3trucEure vtth r sc..pl. o! ron klnd locetcd soryhore [..r Eh.
tt.t"a Erro hotrscr I hrrn docrlbrd.
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Thc gndy coll around Ath.nr rrr gr..E rrtmlon tnd prech countryr also
bhck-.y.d !a.r. Packtng shodc bought pcachca fron tho farrr.g and shlppcd
ch.r out ln rellrord c.r3. I Ehtnk I rcnrnbcr sorons saytng thet 40 cer-
lorde . d.y flGr. toctlnr shlppcd. Unclc John lfind on a sCr..t lcadtng
Co thn prcktng hourc; md I cen rornbcr scol-ng long ltnes of horsc-drann
ergon! fl.tElng Eh.lf gurrr Bo unlord. BcauCtful .lbertr peechcs Ehst rsre
JulE rlght for local ua. wrre culled ouE becaus. Ehcy rould not k €p unttl
Ehcy rrtchcd nerketr Mrqry brlngc Eo ntnd Ehc flgure of 259 e bushll EhaE
Papr celd he peld for thr nany bushels hr broughc hom for cannlngr Pre3.r!v-
lng, plckllng and Jelly-nakktt. the pcclln8s $.r1. us.d to uekc Jelly' I
also rccetl Ehac Papa once bought a barrcl of shclled pcas froo e farcr
shrn tho oark:C becam gluEtedr It sceog to il that wt had bleck-3y€d pcas
for brrekfeet, dlnnorl and supper lor yeers. I was dellghted rhcn wcevlls
ftnelly ard. theo lnedtbLer and I havr nover Ealen nrch dellght ln black-
eyed pca: gtncc.

Mlss lda Dcll,ls ls the nar that cocg to ntnd as Ehc ceecher of the
flrsc school I attended" It wra noc strlctty a ktndcrgertenr I can recall
blggcr chlldren, perhapa up Eo slxth-grede ag€s. I rust havc hrd Eh.
cqulvelone of r 613s6-grade currlculuo bcceuse I went on to Ehc stcond
gredr ln publlc school Ehc ne:rt |€afo frro or threc lncldenEs fron thls
flrgt ycar of school coD to nlnd. Onc nes when I w.t ry psnts on€ dry
beceuee I rer too clnld to ratgc ny hand and ask to be €rcogGdr AnoEh€r
rat cauted by uy playtng rlth son kttchcn utch.s whlch I hed hlddcn ln
ry pockrt. Rubbing Eh.r Eog.Eh* ceuaed th€o Eo llght. A IoC ol erctEcnenE
cntutd. AnoCh.r hrpprnrd rhcn an oldcr bpy fell ouG of e Ere. onto a
plcbE fsncc. Onc of Ehr plckrcs trp.lcd hls E.sClcl.s.. f can stll l hera
hls eca.rn! rlngtng tn n57 ear. thet te thr only rccollectlon I hw. of the
svant ro I suppor€ th.re t'rE no traglc outcoD.

IE res tn ghls hrE hous. Ehrt I refcrred to thrc anoBhcr slster nas
born. Sho ras nard Urttt. Pearl. Mattte tor ltrme and Peart for Uncle
Johnts r l f r .

Sonrhcre along Che llne ne had acqulred Dolly, e prctty llttle
Jcrsry ntlLcw. I thlnk lE ner bctorr llq rcrnd lnto thts laeE house ln
AEh.nsr brceugl of an lncldcnt th.E occurred trhen Leon trted Eo nllk hcf.
Memr wrs thc only onr tn thc faotly thaE courd nllk. onc colde sloppy
rrlnCor day ltama wac slck rlth a fevrr and Papa told L.on, before hc rushed
otf Eo rorkl EhrE he nould hern Eo Ery Eo ol 1k Eh€ corr. Slnce lE was cold
Mamr Eold hla to trke soD rerE water to vash eh3 tercs bofore he nl 1ked.
H€ took bolllng hot t'tcer frou the tee ketEle. uhen he splashed LE on
Dollyt s bsg she obJectcd vlolently, klckcd hls orrer ln EtE mrd and nanure
of th. cqr loE end procarded to tre[p on hln a few Elms. I don.E thlnk
hc orrdr atry ftrrth.r etforts to nltk her, and dontt reoenb€r who dld. Doll:l
res stll l rlth ue when cr mtrd to Jefferson. I can recall hrlptng Eo load
hcr ln tho boxcar wlEh thc regt of our household goods for Ehe talp.

Before Ehrt EovG, honevcr, I had one lbre school year ln Athens.
My Eeachcr theE year r|s a Mlss Parker. Unfortunacely f,or ne she livEd
rlght next to the prtvete school acrosa Ehe sEre€t fron ue. I say
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unfortun.to becsusc shc caught r dlsobeylng Merua orr brtght sprtng
nornlng. Boys rore knlckcrbockers end black cotton sEocktngs thrt cam
eborae the knecr, and cumbcrson lcaEher shoeg. Scverat boys had qutt
reerlng tholr shocs and stocktngs when Ehe rneEher goe eerE, but Mrme
tnclstcd th.t I sEltl rear mlnc. On thc wey Eo school I took Ehoil off,
htd Ehc[ under a culrrertr ertd procecded Eo school b.rafooted. The
DDnC I st pp€d ln tho door Mtsc Perker dcnended Eo knor whore n5f
shoat ttritor Sho had s.Gn D leevr honr nlth Ehcrn on rnd I rns dcnled
lhc dcltghG of rrtggllng Ey Eo.s tn berefoot frecdon. BuE Mlss Perku
rrrr vfry thoughEful to r. I nes so snall chrt ry feec uould noE reech
tho floor trou thc rtcond-{Irade dcck8. She broughE a box for nc Eo
Put 4t fceE on so thry sould not dangle ln Ehs atr all day. Buc hrr
klndners brought on a loE of grtef for r. ouE of jealousy, oth€r boyg
rould hldc lt. Meybr lt ras Just to terse D. rlhetelrar the reaaon, ln
splte of ry ll l ltputlan stzcr I would tly lnto a g.rgrntuan rage, and
nany tlghtc relulted.
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JETFERSON I

lfe rcrnd Eo JeffGson ln Ehc su@r ol 1909. Papr l'as Eo !n nrg6
e Pcrktnr BroGh.t! dr*y gooda rEoro slntlar Eo tho onc hc hed rorkrd ln as
a clerk ln AEhenco Thr store vas on e sldc atr.et, but b.tfl..n EhG neln
burtnerr rEr.3t and Ehc poct offlce. Thcrc was no urtt dellncay 30
enlryon rlsnt to gh. porc offlce alooeE cvrry dey. My flrst Job for pry
Ya3 rC Ehts ltore. I dcllrnred peckrgcc, rarhcd wlndoys, and hrlprd $raap
Eho rEor. rnd stdenrlkr }ly legs n ro Eoo rhort Eo re.ch Ehc p.d.ls of
Eh. btcych thet r uged for dcllwrles so I rode on on slde rtth one
hg stuck bccrrccn thr bers Eo rcech th. oehsr podrl. Packrgct rcrc Eled
to Eh. t..c rnd hrndlobrrs. I rec patd $1.25 prr rcrk durlng Eh€ ru@r
nonth3 end felE vory rrll ott.

Jcffcrson ls rn old hlstorlcel torrn rrhlch res onc of Eh. hro
blggect clttes tn texaa ln pre-rellroad dry8. Galvrc.cton, whlch ls a
gull portr vled rrlEh Jetf€rson for Eop plece tn populetlono Jefferson
etr d rlrnr port rnd ru Ehe ferth.ct lnlend thrt rl\,3r boats could
travrl tron Ehc Gulf of Mcxtco. they travrled up Ehe Red Rlvrr fron
the Mlcglsatppl Eo caddo Leke and up Btg cypress Bayou Eo Jeff,erson.
Frllght r|r8 Fanaport.d to and fron the port and l,nland plecec by rrrgoa.
r rrc told Ehrt Grmdgr cottcr often brought hls produce lron a f,erm neer
eh.r. Fort tforth lr nor slEu.t.d Eo J€f!.rsonr.sold thc producc, bought
htr auppllce ln Jotlorcon, drd carrlcd Eh.a brck hom tn Eh. elgon.
thrrr nrc long llncc o! regone rrlttng co geG lnto Jefferson, errd tE
ottrn took Eltr.o dryr lor your Euan co com Eo crocr Ehc brtdgr rftrr,
g.eclng ln elght of Eorn. r dont E rennbor Grandpa coGterf s e\r:r
E.lllng n'chrt hlnarlf, buG tt ls prrt of Ey recotlectton no ErGter
hd tE got eh.8a.

tfh.n rallrords sctat d Eo €nter ?cxec lror rhc northearE, Jef,ferson
auchortEtos entrgonlzrd ehcn. ttrey hed steenboaGsr l{ho needcd rallrords?
A famuc rellroed tycoon rtrote on Ehe reglsEer rG Eh. old Excclstor Hot.l
Eh.r.r "the end of Jcfferson, Texls. Irll ser grus grcrlng ln your
sttQ.clrro IE tlrctc hepprnrd Gooe Thc rallroad clrclrd Eh. oucsklrts
of Jrfferlonr 3.nt on Eo Harshall, butlE a rorradhoucc rnd shopt Eh€a'r.
thtr crort.d qutte c btE of gaorch for Mtshello very soon rftor Ehrt,
th. tycoon u!.d polltlcrl lnflucncs Eo geE e logJao reoovld fron Ehe
rl\trrr clelnlng t E res ceurlng th. ftoodtng o! velurble faruland. thc
rercvel ntd. Ch.'ttttoa Eoo ghellor for the sGarnbortt, rnd Joffersonts
bubblc of ltportrncr bursCr

rn 1909 Jeffercon had a populecton, I would ertl!.te, of 11500, but
thor3 $.rE rary stgnr of tts forur grandeur. Brtck ralls of nrny
bulldlngs ggeE.d by flre stlll stoodr Meny of Eholr hrd taees o! con-
sldrrtble slzr groring rtGhtn Ehrn. QulEe a fen abendoncd brtck butldtngs
3clll etood along the rlvtr ftont. lfe nrrc cold thrt Erny orn.rs hed set
flrg to thelr orn bulldlngs to collect ln*rance wtren ttrey raallied Ehat
burlnosr Protp.cta for Jcfferson had dled. IE ras srld thrc ftre lnsuranca.
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w.r sttll hard to g.cr .ttd cxponrtrn, forty y.rrr eftrr Ehc lt||rtcr
struclt. BuG thtrr t.rc D]ry lnEtr.ctlng old hons--soD bullE by slern
labort -end en oucst.ndlng okl courthouse gttll stood nrerly a nllc
troa tln c.nt.8 of Eh. bullnccs dlrtrlct.

Thr propl. e.rs cxcrerly lrtcndly end horpltrblc. I rrcnbc
M.@r seylng Ehet rc lcrrt e trundrcd of Eh.E crn Eo cell on hrr ln
th. lllrt reck or trn dryr trl n r. Eh.r.. Thc publtc cchool rrl lcrs
Ehllr r btock fron rhcrc nr llvrd end Eh. M.Ghodtst Church about tro
blockrr the scrcaGr $aan lErtly f.d cl.y rnd srnd. Thc houcc ra rrnt.d
rrl 0a e hlllrtde stEh Ehr tcrcct .xcw.tcd srrnrel fe.t b.ld Eh.
cldorelk lunl.

Tln houro ln Jolfcnon err renced lroc a Mr. Spclltngsr sho ltrnd
ncxt door. Hc yra rn otflccr ln thr Rogrrs Neetonrl Benk. Hlc rtfe
r|. r Rogrrr, end thry had a deughtor ebouG thc rgr of Lron. llrr nen
rrr cerrlc lleybcrry. lfc conctd.red th.a rlch. Tho houcr sr llwd tn
uer pcobrbly hrtlt tn thr ntnrt..nEh c.nHry buG sr! ln rrrry good repalr.
IE r|a m L-lh.p.d hourc rlth one roon on Bhe stdc toyrrd torn end four
ln e ror on the oEh.r rldr. Tlrrrc r.. r sr.ll fronc porch ornrtooktng
th. rtr..c .nd e long brck porch rll elong thc lnrldr of chr L ln Eh.
bcl. IE hd no nnurlng rec.r or lndoor pftrlrUfng snd no .loccrlclty,
buc lt hrd r rntl on Ehe b.ck porch rtghc n rG E; Ehc kttchrn door.
thlc rrr qulcr, r lurury es lE lrna cerrytng rrt.r fron r $e ll ln Eh.yrd. lfr conld drrr e Eub of clcer, cold reGrr out o! Eh. rrll on
srcurdey umlngr, let tE clE ln th. lrm rll dey, |trd drtg lR lnEo Eh.
ktEchan tor a nlco rrru brch EhrE ntght.

Thlr houro hrd e brek y.rd EhrG rrr blg enough for r gerdcn and a
loc tor oolly. Thcy puc ln scrrr llnu rhllc ul rilr3 tn Jefftrron, but
rc h.d no lndoor.plunbtng end ctlll uccd en ouGdoor tollcEr tf. dld g.c
.l.ccatc ttghcr rhlle rlt ttrnd Eh.ree I romobcr crerllng around lntln atttc rtth a anrr neDd Jtn sulllvln ar hc ctrung Ehc bleek vlres
on porcrleln poltsr bored a hole ln Ehe otddle of, th. cotllng of eech
roon' Jrd rctrchrd a drop ttghE ln each roo[o thc cord of Ehts llghtrta t'to rlrer wlEh gr!.n lnculatlon, braldcd EotaGher. Thcrc e!! |
b8r.r rockrc on tho end rlEh e black seltch thet Eurn d th. rlght oft
and on. Thcrr fi.as no ouclacr ochcr Ehan Ghrsc ln Ehc ntddle of eectr
roolr but thry $aac nlrurloul to ul. of coursc, tr Etlll hed Eo kecp
otl lelpe .round tor carylc. rr.t noG too d.pendrblc. Brerkdorars occurrod
frrqrrncly. Tlrc flrrg appllence r rennbcr yr! .n elecGalc lron, but Ibellcvr lE rrea at th.3GoEer fitrnnrts lronr $are hartrd on Ehs gtovrt ind.ltsnlrt.d rr Eh.y coolcd oflr thc score h.d ltghcs (bofore Eh.y goc
clectrlctty) ttret rnrr sloll.r co colenn lrnccrnc to hrr'. eodry, butop.rrC.d of,f a crnerel ryrt.no IE corulsGed o! . Grnf Eh.t h.l,dguoltnr rnd e hrnd puop co provlde elr pnlatrre. ptpea rbout Ehc slzeof nrcuur-cteencr rendr certcd Eh. gr! ttrrougtrouG Eho stor.. Thcyhed Eo br llghted lndtvlttuelly and nrrc qultc e blt of Eroublcs butthry Erd. a brlghE llghc thrt re! nrch b€ttcr,.Ehen the electrrc ttghtsof thrC days
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lfhcn cchool sttat.d Ehrt fall, I rer tn tho Ehtrd gredco All grador
Dt ln oac bulldtng. IE nra callcd Eh. n ah.t phcr end I suppor. Eh.E
rer shrt lt wrr ln Jelfrrsonrc glory dayr. fhrrr rr.r .n audltorttr on thr
llrat tloorr but ncerly all Ehc clasltooor e.r. on Eh. sacond floor.'
l{y tcechrr, Mtce clnnlc p!c!ton, Erught Eh. second end Ehlrd gredcs tn
thc srn roo[. I rcnrcber hrr ar r Elny llttle wootn wtro nouio lunp
ug urd doun rnd clep her hendg Eog.Eh.r rhcn rhc got ex.sp.rrg.d etgh
Ehr chlldrrn. Ono clccg r.. suppored Eo rttdy rtrtlc Eln othcr on rrr!
rrclttng. lhc one brtng lnaGructed uould slt on long brnctrg ln Eh.
lront of Eh. rooa and r3trrn to doublc decks rt| n Eh. hlcon ra8 ovtr
Eo ltudy for thc mrt clar.. r ras stttl eo Elny r could g.e by l'tth

our lesson, the boy n aE Eo D
pstlon. tfhlle ho rer ct.ndtng I
th. plece trherc he hed bcen slEttng.
rd dorn hard on Ehe polnE of thr
rhe alr screantng. The terchar asked

hla Yh.t ln tho world.hc rer yelllng about, and hs seld, '.Myron sEuck hlspcncll up n.n she scoldrd hln and Eold hb to stt do$n .rri u" qut.E,ttYou knog hc dtdntE Drn Eor.t

IE nes durtng Ehls 37ear EhaE I dectded Ehat I wanted to Joln Ehe
church. If. hed been golng Eo sunday school regularly. I doniE rerDnber
Eho Eeechcr but Ehe superlntend€nE t'as a Mr. Davc SnlEh rlEh snow rhlte
helr. thcrc l,eri guo doors end tno atsleg tn th€ old Jefferson church(vhtch by Eh. ray ls stttl ln use). the Ehlng f rsrnbor Ls hts nerchtng
ur ln onc door, dorn onc atsle, and up the other as l||E carrled ChrlsEten
"'rd 

Analcan tlegs stngrng "ornrard chrtsEran Soldrers.-

In ehr sgrrng of r9r.o rhrle I raa sErrr ln Ehc Ehrrd gradc an
evengrltsttc Eean crnr Eo Eom foa a unlon revlvel meelng. It wac
hold ln lhe second floor above a cotEon narehousco-t foon Ehre rra mrchblggcr than |ny ch,rrch audltorlun ln torn. In fact tt was laEer rsilodsledmd neg servlng as a f,alrly large hotel. the evengeltst ras Lock€tt Adair,a vrry lerge nen rho nrrat htve relghed aE leaet 250 poundsi and thcre wesa profesalonel song leader. The servlce3 rrere well atEended and werevcry e&Clonal wlth ttle old-gt6 ftery hcll and brlmgtonc type of preechlng.
ona nlghE rhcn he called for Ehose trho yrnt€d Eo b€ savcd to cor uo thealEarr r rrcnt. They took tly nae and sald Ehcy vould gtve lE to Ey pastor,rlro would sarangc for m Eo Jorn Ehg church. on the sunday efter chcr cvtvel Eho t'lethodtst Mtntster called out Ehe nars of Mcthodlsts trho hadglrren Ehelr nloerr for ncnbcrshlp and gr\re Ehem Ehe votf! of the church. Mynar wr! not calledo I nas Juat elght y€eas 01d and so snell I suppocethey rhought r ras Eoo ltttle Eo knor whet I wae dolng. gut, shy ac r raslI rent up co Ehe preachcr after church and told htn I wrE supposed Eo JolnEooo Hc looked e ltttl. s'rprrsed but satd Eh€y uourd sure Eake '" rnEhc n'xt Sunday. tlrcre u.re no conflrnetton classes or trralnlng thet Iewr heerd of Ehen; but the next sunday he calred c fonrara anJ gave Gthe vma.

the ncxt fall I rac ln e roon trhere ehe teecher taught the fourth andftfth grades. Mlss Lena Mosely wag the Eeecher. The death of, a boy who


